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So, what did the well-equipped ironmaster have?  This cast fireback, done by master founder Richard Lenard 
in 1636, illustrates the dress and tools of the trade of an iron founder of that period.  Richard was probably a 
second or third cousin of James and Henry,  who lived and worked near Brede in Sussex,  England. 
Firebacks were placed in the back of fireplaces to absorb and then radiate heat. 


